[Prosthetic repair of inguino-crural hernia using Rives technique].
The authors report their experience with Rives procedure, a prosthetic repair of groin hernias using preperitoneal sutured mesh by parainguinal access. This operation is not technically easy to perform and is usually done out of necessity in cases with higher risk of recurrence because of systemic factors of chronic abdominal high pressure and/or of local factors of risk, when there are contraindications to operations like Stoppa procedure. Our series report 38 patients operated upon on 5 years, with incidence of 5.8% overall hernias repaired in the same period. 33 are males, 5 females, with average age of 60.5 years. Mean time required for the operation is 94 minutes (range 55'-130'). About postoperative complications we complain of one testicular atrophy, but none infections. Follow-up range is 9-50 months (average 23.2 months) for 30 patients operated more than one year ago. All but one were revisited after almost 12 months. No recurrences were detected.